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A POTTED HISTORY OF 1990s MUSIC

A     counter-culture movement existed 
 in the early 1990s, carried on from 

the late 1980s, dubbed ‘Madchester’, 
typified by bands such as Happy 
Mondays and The Stone Roses but the 
big musical genre to emerge in the 90s 
was what the media called Britpop. 
Bands including Oasis, Blur and Pulp 
regularly dominated the charts and the 
music was heavily influenced by 60s, 70s 
and 80s rock. Oasis’s album (What’s the 
Story) Morning Glory? became at that 
time the second biggest-selling studio 
album ever. The legendary battle for no. 
1 in 1995 between Blur and Oasis saw 
the former triumph with Country House 
(pipping Roll with It by Oasis).

Main stream pop was big in the 90s and new 
boy and girl bands emerged. The Spice Girls 
not only had huge success in the UK but also 
broke America achieving the best-selling 
album of 1997 in the US. Westlife, Boyzone, 
Take That and East 17 all competed head-
to-head in the charts and all-girl bands 
such as All Saints, B*Witched and En Vogue 
enjoyed chart success.

Elton John’s tribute to Princess Diana, Candle 
in the Wind 1997, was by far the biggest- 
selling UK single of the decade clocking up 
over 4.8 million sales and the Spice Girls and 
Take That scored most UK no. 1 singles with 
eight each. Electronic music evolved in the 
90s with House, Techno and Rave leading 
to the more commercial Eurodance genre. 
Proponents of this genre included Alexia, 
Alice Deejay, Haddaway, Captain Jack, 
Captain Hollywood Project, Basic Element, 
Solid Base, Daze, Gigi D’Agostino and 
Vengaboys. Other popular artists of the 
decade included Seal, Jamiroquai, 
Milli Vanilli and Right Said Fred. Post-Britpop 
bands including Travis and Radiohead were 
among the biggest-selling acts of the latter 
part of the 90s. 

There were some huge ballads in the 90s 
including Toni Braxton’s Un-Break My Heart, 
Always by Bon Jovi and All The Man That I 
Need by the late great Whitney Houston. At 
the other end of the spectrum Spanish duo 
Los del Rio triggered a summer dance craze 
in 1996 with their hit Macarena. 

A C R O S S  T H E  P O N D
In the States, Michael Jackson continued 
to churn out the hits becoming the first artist 
to debut at no. 1 in the Billboard Hot 100 
with the single You Are Not Alone. His albums 
Dangerous and HIStory sold a combined 75 
million copies. However, female artists 
dominated the decade and Mariah Carey, 
Janet Jackson, Celine Dion, Whitney 
Houston and Madonna achieved a 
combined total of 32 US Billboard Hot 100 
no. 1 hits in the 90s, with Mariah Carey 
spending a total of 60 weeks at no. 1. The 
early part of the decade was dominated by 
female rappers such as Queen Latifah and 
hip hop trio Salt-N-Pepa, while the ever- 
popular country music genre burst into life 
in the 90s with the huge-selling Garth Brooks 
breaking records for sales of his music. 

T H E  9 0 s  W E R E  B I G
The 90s were less robotic than the 80s and 
less cheesy than the 70s, but nevertheless 
some of the biggest-selling albums of all time 
were released in the 90s including 
Madonna’s The Immaculate Collection, the 
Oasis album (What’s the Story) Morning Glory? 
and Automatic for the People by R.E.M. Apart 
from Elton John’s Candle in the Wind 1997, 
the other big-selling UK singles of the 
decade varied from Wet Wet Wet’s Love 
is All Around to Aqua’s Barbie Girl, Cher’s 
big-selling 1998 single Believe and Bryan 
Adam’s (Everything I Do) I Do It for You, from 
the soundtrack of the movie Robin Hood: 
Prince of Thieves, which spent 16 weeks at 
the top of the charts in 1991.
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JON BON JOVI’S DEBUT SOLO ALBUM IN 1990 
INCLUDED SONGS FROM THE MOVIE YOUNG 
GUNS II. WHAT WAS THE TITLE OF THE ALBUM?

6

ACROSTIC PUZZLE

Michael Jackson 
  once owned a boa 

constrictor called 
Muscles.

Solve the clues and enter the initial letter of each solution in the box on the left. 
When completed, these initial letters, when spelled downwards, will reveal the name of an 
American singer, songwriter, record producer and former professional basketball player. 

Can you name the Swedish pop rock duo who had a US no. 1 hit in 1991 
with the song Joyride?

This American singer was known for several hit singles including the US Hot 
100 number one single Romantic. What is her name?

Whitney Houston’s only chart hit of 1995 was a US no. 1, though it only 
reached no. 11 in the UK. What was the song?

American singer Taylor Dayne had her first (and only) US no. 1 hit single in 
1990 with which song?

I’ve Been Thinking About You was a US no. 1 hit in 1990 for which 
British-American band?

What was Michael Jackson’s only US no. 1 hit of 1995, topping the charts 
in September of that year?

1990
1. Who was the former ‘Great Train’ robber murdered in Marbella?
2. At which prison in Manchester did prisoners riot, staging roof-top protests?
3. Which Scottish runner won the London Marathon, the first Scotsman to triumph in the event?
4. Which veteran radio sports broadcaster collapsed and died whilst commentating on the boat race?
5. Which African country gained independence from South Africa?
6. Which country surprisingly knocked England out of the Snooker World Cup competition?
7. Who was the tycoon tried with Imelda Marcos in New York on charges of helping to conceal funds looted from the Philippines?
8. Who was the former chairman of Guinness convicted on charges of insider dealing?
9. Which actress, whose films included On the Beach and Bhowani Junction, died aged 68?
10. Who was the editor of the Sunday Times exposed as having had an affair with call-girl Pamella Bordes?

1991
1. Which military operation commenced on 16th January 1991 with strikes on Iraq?
2. Which TV sitcom won the award for Best Comedy series at the 1991 British Comedy Awards?
3. Which Indian politician and former Prime Minister was assassinated on 21st May 1991?
4. Hugh Callaghan, Patrick Hill, Gerard Hunter, Richard McIlkenny, William Power and John Walker were freed from jail on appeal. 

By what name were they known?
5. Which British golfer won the US Masters title?
6. Jodie Foster won the Best Actress Oscar for her performance in which film?
7. Who spent a record 16 weeks at no.1 in the British charts with (Everything I Do), I Do It for You?
8. Whose long-standing sporting world record was finally beaten in 1991, having stood for 23 years?
9. Mount Hudson erupted in 1991, causing massive damage to the ozone layer over the Atlantic Ocean. In which country is 

this volcano?
10. Which historic port and former holiday resort was besieged by Yugoslav forces for several weeks in 1991?

1992
1. Hurricane Andrew hit which US state, killing 23 people?
2. Which country defeated Germany 2-0 in the final to win their first European Championships title?
3. Why was Desiree Washington in the news in Indianapolis?
4. Which veteran rock star became the first major artist to tour South Africa since the end of the 

cultural boycott?
5. The author of the controversial book Roots died this year. Who was he?
6. Why was 16th September 1992 referred to, from a British point of view, as ‘Black Wednesday’?
7. How did the Queen describe her own personal year in 1992?
8. Which Irish artist died on 28th April 1992?
9. Which magazine ceased to exist in 1992 after 150 years of publication?
10. Bill Clinton defeated George Bush Senior in the 1992 contest for US President, but who finished third?

1993
1. Who shared the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993?
2. Which treaty took effect on 1st November 1993, formally establishing the European Union?
3. King Albert II was sworn in as king of which European country on 9th August 1993?
4. President Ranasinghe Premadasa was assassinated by a suicide bomber. Of which country 

was he the leader?
5. Which former England football captain and World Cup star died this year after a battle with cancer?
6. Which Asian country’s monarch was restored to the throne 38 years after he abdicated?
7. Which two middle-east adversaries shook hands in public at the White House in September 1993?
8. Who won the Turner Prize for an inside-out house?
9. Which Steven Spielberg film was the top-grossing film of 1993?
10. Which major sporting event was declared void in April 1993?

1994
1. Who regained the World Heavyweight Boxing championship on 5th November, defeating Michael Moorer in the 10th round?
2. The car ferry MS Estonia sank with the loss of 852 lives on 28th September. In which sea did the disaster occur?
3. Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman were found murdered in Los Angeles. Which celebrity was charged with their murder 

and later acquitted?
4. Which former US President died on 22nd April 1994, aged 81?
5. Which American football team defeated the Buffalo Bills to win Super Bowl XXVIII?
6. Which two leaders signed the Kremlin Accords in January, restricting targeting of nuclear missiles towards their 

respective countries?
7. Which Formula One motor racing driver and former World Champion was killed when he crashed during a race?
8. Which country did the Queen visit in 1994, the first visit to that country by a reigning British monarch?
9. Hastings Banda was the president of which African country until 1994?
10. Which two leaders officially opened the Channel Tunnel in 1994?
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American singer, songwriter, record producer and former professional basketball player. 

Can you name the Swedish pop rock duo who had a US no. 1 hit in 1991 
with the song Joyride?

This American singer was known for several hit singles including the US Hot 
100 number one single Romantic. What is her name?

Whitney Houston’s only chart hit of 1995 was a US no. 1, though it only 
reached no. 11 in the UK. What was the song?

American singer Taylor Dayne had her first (and only) US no. 1 hit single in 
1990 with which song?

I’ve Been Thinking About You was a US no. 1 hit in 1990 for which 
British-American band?

What was Michael Jackson’s only US no. 1 hit of 1995, topping the charts 
in September of that year?

1990
1. Who was the former ‘Great Train’ robber murdered in Marbella?
2. At which prison in Manchester did prisoners riot, staging roof-top protests?
3. Which Scottish runner won the London Marathon, the first Scotsman to triumph in the event?
4. Which veteran radio sports broadcaster collapsed and died whilst commentating on the boat race?
5. Which African country gained independence from South Africa?
6. Which country surprisingly knocked England out of the Snooker World Cup competition?
7. Who was the tycoon tried with Imelda Marcos in New York on charges of helping to conceal funds looted from the Philippines?
8. Who was the former chairman of Guinness convicted on charges of insider dealing?
9. Which actress, whose films included On the Beach and Bhowani Junction, died aged 68?
10. Who was the editor of the Sunday Times exposed as having had an affair with call-girl Pamella Bordes?

1991
1. Which military operation commenced on 16th January 1991 with strikes on Iraq?
2. Which TV sitcom won the award for Best Comedy series at the 1991 British Comedy Awards?
3. Which Indian politician and former Prime Minister was assassinated on 21st May 1991?
4. Hugh Callaghan, Patrick Hill, Gerard Hunter, Richard McIlkenny, William Power and John Walker were freed from jail on appeal. 

By what name were they known?
5. Which British golfer won the US Masters title?
6. Jodie Foster won the Best Actress Oscar for her performance in which film?
7. Who spent a record 16 weeks at no.1 in the British charts with (Everything I Do), I Do It for You?
8. Whose long-standing sporting world record was finally beaten in 1991, having stood for 23 years?
9. Mount Hudson erupted in 1991, causing massive damage to the ozone layer over the Atlantic Ocean. In which country is 

this volcano?
10. Which historic port and former holiday resort was besieged by Yugoslav forces for several weeks in 1991?

1992
1. Hurricane Andrew hit which US state, killing 23 people?
2. Which country defeated Germany 2-0 in the final to win their first European Championships title?
3. Why was Desiree Washington in the news in Indianapolis?
4. Which veteran rock star became the first major artist to tour South Africa since the end of the 

cultural boycott?
5. The author of the controversial book Roots died this year. Who was he?
6. Why was 16th September 1992 referred to, from a British point of view, as ‘Black Wednesday’?
7. How did the Queen describe her own personal year in 1992?
8. Which Irish artist died on 28th April 1992?
9. Which magazine ceased to exist in 1992 after 150 years of publication?
10. Bill Clinton defeated George Bush Senior in the 1992 contest for US President, but who finished third?

1993
1. Who shared the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993?
2. Which treaty took effect on 1st November 1993, formally establishing the European Union?
3. King Albert II was sworn in as king of which European country on 9th August 1993?
4. President Ranasinghe Premadasa was assassinated by a suicide bomber. Of which country 

was he the leader?
5. Which former England football captain and World Cup star died this year after a battle with cancer?
6. Which Asian country’s monarch was restored to the throne 38 years after he abdicated?
7. Which two middle-east adversaries shook hands in public at the White House in September 1993?
8. Who won the Turner Prize for an inside-out house?
9. Which Steven Spielberg film was the top-grossing film of 1993?
10. Which major sporting event was declared void in April 1993?

1994
1. Who regained the World Heavyweight Boxing championship on 5th November, defeating Michael Moorer in the 10th round?
2. The car ferry MS Estonia sank with the loss of 852 lives on 28th September. In which sea did the disaster occur?
3. Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman were found murdered in Los Angeles. Which celebrity was charged with their murder 

and later acquitted?
4. Which former US President died on 22nd April 1994, aged 81?
5. Which American football team defeated the Buffalo Bills to win Super Bowl XXVIII?
6. Which two leaders signed the Kremlin Accords in January, restricting targeting of nuclear missiles towards their 

respective countries?
7. Which Formula One motor racing driver and former World Champion was killed when he crashed during a race?
8. Which country did the Queen visit in 1994, the first visit to that country by a reigning British monarch?
9. Hastings Banda was the president of which African country until 1994?
10. Which two leaders officially opened the Channel Tunnel in 1994?
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BEST-SELLING SINGLES
Can you name the artists who had these hits in the 1990s, some of the best-selling singles of 
the decade?

TWO’S COMPANY
Can you name the duos who had these 1990s hits?

1. Unchained Melody (1995)

2. I Will Always Love You (1992)

3. Think Twice (1994)

4. (Everything I Do) I Do it for You (1991)

5. It’s Like That (1998)

6. Love is all Around (1994)

7. Killing Me Softly (1996)

8. Believe (1998)

9. Spaceman (1996)

10. Gangsta’s Paradise (1995)

1. Go West was a no. 2 hit in 1993 for which English electronic/pop music duo?

2. King of the Road reached the UK top 10 in 1990 for which Scottish brothers?

3. In 1992, which American soul music duo had a hit with Would I Lie to You?

4. The R&B song The Boy Is Mine was a hit for which American duo in 1998?

5. Which duo, who made their name as TV actors, had a no. 1 hit with Unchained 
Melody in 1995, the first of three UK chart-toppers in the 1990s?

9

From the potted bios of these pop stars and groups, how quickly can you work out who 
they are?

Gloria Estefan was critically injured 
  when her tour bus crashed in a 

   snowstorm in 1990 but she 
recovered and went back 

on tour 10 months 
later.

1. This American singer, songwriter scored a string of pop music hits in the late 1980s and early 
1990s. She won a Grammy for Best Music Video for Opposites Attract and twice won the 
Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Choreography.

2. This girl group was formed in London, England in 1993. Their first album peaked at number two 
on the UK Albums Chart and went on to become the third best-selling girl group album of all 
time in the UK. This album included the hits Never Ever, Under the Bridge and Bootie Call.

3. At the time of his death in 2016 this English singer songwriter had sold over 120 million records 
worldwide making him one of the best-selling music artists of all time. His four UK no. 1 hits of 
the 1990s included Jesus to a Child in 1996.

4. This female American singer was born in McComb, Mississippi. In 1999 she produced her first 
studio album, …Baby One More Time which made her the best-selling teenage artist of 
all time. 

5. This Canadian singer, songwriter and record producer rose to fame on the back of his 1983 
album Cuts Like a Knife and his 1984 album Reckless spawned hit singles including Run 
to You.

WHO ARE WE?
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CHRISTMAS NUMBER ONES
How many of the artists of these 1990s Christmas number ones can you name?

1. Saviour’s Day (1990)

2. Bohemian Rhapsody (1991)

3. I Will Always Love You (1992)

4. Mr Blobby (1993)

5. Stay Another Day (1994)

6. Earth Song (1995)

7. 2 Become 1 (1996)

8. Too Much (1997)

9. Goodbye (1998)

10. I Have a Dream (1999)

90sMix

1 1

Ronan Keating used to be    
   a sales assistant at 

Korky’s shoe shop 
in Dublin.

WORDSEARCH
1 9 9 0 s

AMY GRANT
ANGEL OF MINE
ANOTHER LEVEL
ANY DREAM WILL DO
AQUA
BLACK OR WHITE
BLACK VELVET

BLACKSTREET
CELINE DION
CEST LA VIE
CHARISMA
CHER
LIVIN LA VIDA LOCA
LIVING ON MY OWN

LONDONBEAT
TO BE WITH YOU
TO YOU I BELONG
TOGETHER AGAIN
WORLD IN MOTION
YOU ARE NOT ALONE
YOU DONT KNOW ME

L B L A C K S T R E E T R A M M U

M I T O Y O U I B E L O N G K H K

L O V I K P L F P C H E R U E Z I

I M F I B L A C K V E L V E T G D

V J F A N O T H E R L E V E L P G

I B J J F G W D C H A R I S M A B

N B L A C K O R W H I T E G I M S

L W O R L D I N M O T I O N L Y C

A H B Y T Y L U M O O B T A O G E

V T O B E W I T H Y O U U L N R L

I C E S T L A V I E O Q H Y D A I

D A H T N O Q Z P D A W W Z O N N

A N G E L O F M I N E X N R N T E

L T O G E T H E R A G A I N B A D

O Y O U A R E N O T A L O N E E I

C Y O U D O N T K N O W M E A D O

A N Y D R E A M W I L L D O T U N
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CHRISTMAS NUMBER ONES
How many of the artists of these 1990s Christmas number ones can you name?

1. Saviour’s Day (1990)

2. Bohemian Rhapsody (1991)

3. I Will Always Love You (1992)

4. Mr Blobby (1993)

5. Stay Another Day (1994)

6. Earth Song (1995)

7. 2 Become 1 (1996)

8. Too Much (1997)

9. Goodbye (1998)

10. I Have a Dream (1999)

90sMix
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   a sales assistant at 

Korky’s shoe shop 
in Dublin.
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ACROSTIC PUZZLE
Solve the clues and enter the initial letter of each solution in the box on the left. When complet-
ed, these initial letters, when spelled downwards, will reveal the name of a Northern Irish pop 
rock and dance group.

This was a UK no. 1 hit single in 1992 for the British band Right Said Fred.

This popular English duo starred in the TV series Soldier Soldier and in 1995 
they had a hit with Unchained Melody which stayed at number one for a 
total of seven weeks. Can you name them?

British girl band formed in 1992 who included the sisters Easther and 
Vernie Bennett and whose first UK top 10 hit was Stay in 1993

This British soul band formed in 1997 but broke up in 2000. The group 
consisted of Bobak Kianoush , Mark Baron, Dane Bowers and Wayne 
Williams. They had seven top ten singles, including a number one hit in 
1998 with the song Freak Me.
This song by the American band Blondie was taken from the 1999 
album No Exit. It reached number one in the United Kingdom that year 
and marked Blondie's return to the charts after being absent for 17 years. 

12

Joey McIntyre from New Kids 
 on the Block was only twelve 

   years old when he 
joined the group.

13

Steps named their group based on the 
idea that each of their music videos 

were to be choreographed and the 
dance steps were included in 

the sleeve with most of 
their singles.

1. Ronan Keating was a singer with the group Boyzone until he went solo in 1999. 
What was the name of his hit single that featured in the film Notting Hill?

2. This song was released in January 8th, 1990 and was the third single from Janet 
Jackson. What was it called?

3. Danish pop band Aqua scored three number ones in the 1990s; Doctor Jones 
and Turn Back Time were two, can you name the third?

4. Which singer achieved worldwide success in 1990 with a song written by Prince 
which topped the charts in the UK and US and 11 other countries?

5. Which boy band had a Christmas number one in 1994 with the song Stay 
Another Day?

6. What was the name of the 1999 album that earned Eminem his first Grammy 
Award for Best Rap Album?

7. Which English heavy metal band had a hit in 1991 with the song Bring Your 
Daughter to the Slaughter?

8. In 1993, Lulu featured in the no. 1 hit Relight My Fire, written by Dan Hartman. 
With which group did she record the song?

9. In 1991 Hale & Pace released a charity single based on a fictitious dance 
craze. The charity was Comic Relief, but what was the name of the single?

10. All That She Wants was a UK no. 1 hit in 1993 for which Swedish group, giving 
them their only British chart-topping single?

POP QUIZ
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LONG-RUNNING
9 0 s  N O . 1  H I T  S I N G L E S

These singles spent multiple weeks at the top of the UK singles charts during the 1990s. 
How many of the artists do you know?

1. (Everything I Do) I Do It for You 
 (16 weeks at the top)

2. Love is All Around 
 (15 weeks)

3. I Will Always Love You 
 (10 weeks)

4. The One and Only 
 (5 weeks)

5. Stay 
 (8 weeks)

6. Stay Another Day 
 (5 weeks)

7. Think Twice 
 (7 weeks)

8. Spaceman 
 (5 weeks)

9. It’s Like That 
 (6 weeks)

10. Believe 
 (7 weeks)

90sMix

15

Alex James, bassist with the 
   group Blur, is also a journalist 

writing about food and 
makes his own 

cheese!

1. I Will Always Love You

2. Un-Break My Heart

3. Fantasy

4. You’re Still the One

5. Because You Loved Me

6. I’m the Only One

7. The Boy is Mine

8. Frozen

9. Let’s Get Loud

10. One in a Million

Girl power was as strong as ever during the 1990s. Can you name the female artists who had 
these hits?

LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE GIRLS!
Jessi

ca
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